
Message from the president 

 

2020 has been a year to forget, yet it will be remembered for decades to come.  Agriculture is an industry that is 

subject to more turbulent times than most.  There is so much which occurs daily that is beyond our control. 

Uncertainties of product prices, weather, disease and many more test our endeavour. 

 

This year has again reminded us to just focus on what we can control.  This is where the Modern Merino comes 

in.  Today’s Merinos have been genetically and functionally selected to a level never seen before. Our dedicated 

breeders are constantly improving them further.  They perform in both drought and optimal pasture conditions, 

producing excellent lamb and wool. There is no better!  

 

Wool use innovation is spearheading the drive for natural fibre as an alternative to synthetics. Environmentally 

conscious consumers are turning to wool apparel. This should hopefully result in price recovery soon.  

 

I am very excited to see the next generation of Merino breeders emerging in well-established studs.  Their 

youthful ideas, together with their experienced mentors, can only be good for the future sustainability of Merino 

SA.  

 

Our merino calendar was much quieter than usual this year.  The highlight was undoubtedly our National Sale 

held in August.  Against all odds, with some wonderful planning by our Auctioneers, BKB, the sale achieved a 

new Record Average Price. The quality of rams meant that many sellers received favourable prices. 

 

Another milestone is that we finally have an updated Constitution in place. This has been a mammoth task given 

our unique membership model.  Here I must especially thank Drs Pierre van Rooyen, Buks Olivier and Mr Geoff 

Kingwill who put hours of work into completing this task. 

 

Studbook and our Technical committee put together a “Webinar on Genomics,” which was well attended by 50+ 

people. This is something that needs to occur more where scientists and breeders are able to communicate with 

one another. 

 

Special gratitude to outgoing President, Gert Smit, for giving 15 years of service to Merino SA. In his quiet, 

thoughtful and thorough ways he has given more than most in his term as councillor and President of this 

organisation. He is an example of a true Merino man. Thank you, Gert! 

 

Mrs Liza Slabbert also retired this year and we will miss her friendly and helpful manner in the office. 

 

To our office staff, Danie Vorster and Melanie Erlank, breeders, councillors and our business sponsors/partners, 

thank you for your willingness to continue to make the MERINO GREAT. 

 

Festive wishes with hope for a more prosperous 2021. 

 

Adrian McNaughton 

 

 

 

 


