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Wool production worldwide has decreased. The major wool 
producing countries in the world comprises of Australia 

345 million kg (989 million kg in 1990), New Zealand 148 million 
kg, Argentina 47 million kg, South Africa 45 million kg (101 
million kg in 1990) and Uruguay 33 million kg. The export value 
of the South African wool clip for the 2011/12 season was R 2,3 
billion. About 75% of the South African wool clip is exported in 
unprocessed form as greasy wool. The remaining 25% is exported 
as washed (scoured) wool and also as combed wool (tops). The 
South African Wool export business is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: The main export countries for the South African wool clip.

Figure 1 illustrates that 47.7% of the South African wool clip is 
exported to China, 17.3% is exported to the Czech Republic, 14.9% 
to India and 9.8% to Italy. The remaining wool is exported in 
much smaller quantities to Germany, United Kingdom, France, 
Egypt and Mauritius.

The largest wool producer in the world, Australia, is also 
exporting large volumes of wool to almost the same countries as 
South Africa (Table 1).

TABLE 1: Australian wool exports

COUNTRY 2010/11 2011/12
CHINA 272.8 million kg 72% 248.8 million kg 73%
INDIA 29.1 million kg 8% 24.1 million kg 7%
ITALY 20.9 million kg 5% 16.7 million kg 5%
CZECH REP 14.8 million kg 4% 12 million kg 4%

From Table 1 it is evident that China is by far the largest importer 
of Australian wool (similar to South Africa), followed by India, 
Italy and the Czech Republic.

Figure 2: Greasy wool exports as a percentage of total wool exports.
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Figure 2 shows clearly the increase in in greasy wool exports from 
33% in 2000/01 up to 90% in 2011/12. It was important for South 
Africa to to adhere to the requirements of the market demand. 
The trend demanded a finer fibre. The finer wool is therefore the 
more expensive product.

Figure 3: Eastern Cape average wool microns from 2000/01 to 2011/12.

Figure 3 illustrates the decrease in the fibre diameter of the wool 
produced in the Eastern Cape Province over the last 10 years. The 
fibre diameter decreased from an average of 21.2 micron to 20.4 
micron (3.77%).

Figure 4: South African wool production

Figure 4 gives an indication of wool production in South Africa for 
the last decade. Looking at the trend, wool production decreased 
at an alarming rate the last two seasons. Wool production for the 
2011/2012 season recorded 44.8 million kg.

Figure 5: South African wool production per province.

The Eastern Cape Province is the largest wool producing Province 
in South Africa. The Eastern Cape Province produced 31.1% 
(13 950 406 Kg) of the wool in the 2011/2012 season. In Figure 5 
it is evident that increased wool production was only recorded 
in the Western Cape (WC) and the Eastern Cape (EC) Provinces. 
Decreased wool production occurred in the Northern Cape(NC), 
Free State (FS), Mapumalanga (MP) and KwaZulu Natal (KZN).

Figure 6: Greasy wool prices 1971-2011.

The greasy wool price for the last 40 years (19971-2011) is 
shown in Figure 6. Wool prices tend to stay low with very little 
fluctuations from 1971 to 1987. From 1988 wool prices increased 
followed by fluctuations in a narrow band up to 2001. From 
2002 the wool price increased rapidly up to 2003. This trend was 
followed with a sharp drop in the price from 2003/4 to 2006/7. 
Apart from the drop in the price of the 2009/10 season, South 
Africa is experiencing an annual increase in the price for greasy 
wool. The wool price is currently (2012/2013) still increasing 
indicating that internationally the demand for South African wool 
is extremely good. The future for wool production in South Africa 
is prosperous.
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